EDWARD   IRFING

to supper. This band was called the " Albury Pro-
phets." Excited by the political portents which led
up to the Reform Bill, they all considered that the
foundations of the deep had been loosened. It is hard
to imagine what their reaction would have been had
they lived to witness the Great War. As it was, they
were convinced that the end of all things was at hand,
and they looked out eagerly for signs and portents,
twisting the vague and sinister words of the prophets
into all manner of fantastic interpretations.

Finally, above the monotonous horizon of human
happenings there did actually appear a strange mani-
festation. There had been a legend that the spiritual
gifts of earlier days would reassert themselves before
the end, and here apparently was the forgotten gift
of tongues coming back into the experience of man-
kind. It had begun in 1830 on the western side of
Scotland, where the names of the sensitives, Campbell
and MacDonald, spoke of that Celtic blood which has
always been more alive to spiritual influences than
the heavier Teutonic strain. The Albury Prophets
were much exercised in their minds, and an emissary
was sent from Mr. Irving's church to investigate and
report. He found that the matter was very real. The
people were of good repute, one of them, indeed, a
woman whose character could best be described as
* saintly. The strange tongues in which they both
. talked broke out at intervals, and the manifestation
was accompanied by healing miracles and other signs
of power. Clearly it was no fraud or pretence, but a
real influx of some strange force which carried
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